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SRDICT OF CORONL

'R'S JURY DOES NOT SATISFY T

Mystery of Wentz's Death Is Deeper Since the Inquest—Verdict of Mountaineers That He Was Killed by Accidental Discharge of His Own Pistol
Not Satisfactory to Any of His Friends, Who Believe He Was Murdered oh Account of Hatred Engendered in Fight Against Moonshiners
and Timber Cutters—Disappearance Closely Followed Raid on Illicit Still in Which One of the Band Was Shot to Death.
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REPURLIC SPECIAL.

Big Gtone Gap, Va., May 14.—One of the
darkest and most mysterious tragedies
these wild mountains have ever known Is
the death of Edward L. Wentz, a young
Philadalphia millionalre, who disappearsd
on October 14, 1HQ, and whose body was
found last Sunday on the north ridge of
Big EBlack Mountain, wilh a bullet wound
through the heart.

Mr, Wentz was engaged 1o marry Mlss
Cornella Brookmire of St. Louls, who, with
her mother, arrived in Philadelphia (0-
day to prosecuts a vigorous investigation
into hls susplclous death.

A Caroner's jury, composed of men In
the smploy of the company of which Mr.
Weniz was genernl manager, has ren-
dered a verdiet of “death from the scol-

dental distharge of the pistol of the de-
ceassd "’

Publle opinlon, without hesitation, pro-
claims It murder or sulclds. There Ia

foundation for the theory of accidental

_ denth and for the murder theory.

MADE MANY ENEMIES.

The ¥oung man and the company he was
with had made many ensmies among the
qulck-shooting, law-despising miners. The
Virginia Coal and Iron Cuompany, through

Mr. Wentz, jts general manager, had
pressed the moonshiners with a relentless
hand.

James Danlel, one of 3 band of moon-

shinern, had bheen killed as the result of a.
raid on an illlcit distillery, and that was
enough (o have gtarted a bloody feud with
all the malignity of the Corsican vendetta.

An land agent, o aolling M.00 acres of
mountaln l=nd, peopled with hundreds of
squatters, Mr. Wentz had dispossesssed
many a mouataineer who 1ald claim to his
homestead by right of descent from a long
line of ancestors. Asx Keeper and “justice™
of this great csate he had punished many
a trespasser for cutting timber, and an |
sthe last day he was peen alive e was on
a miss=ion 0 prosecuts a man who was
sald 1o have been culting trees

PICTURESQUE COUNTRY.
The region ln which this sensational

tragedy occurred ‘s one of the most plc-
turesque in the United States, It (s away
down in the southwestern commer of Vir-

ginla, where the States of Virginia, Ken-
tucky and Tennesses meet. It is wvery
mountainous and heavily wooded,

Beautify] streams run down the declivi-
ties and walter the narrow, but fertile, val-
leyx. It 1s a future paradise of the iron-
maker, for the hills abound In cenl, iron
ore and limestone,

Had Mr. Wentz lived he would probably
have sten his wealth more than doubled
In the next ten years. He was Interested |
In a property of great richness, and his
com;any not only controlled coal and ore
mines, but owned jts own raliroad and
several million dollars worth of timber.

Bldward L. Wentz was 26 years old and
few young men had a happier lot than his
seemed to-e, or Lrighter prospects. He
wis descended from the wall-known
Wentxz and Leisenring familles, both Penn-
sylvania ploneers In the hard-coal flelds
He was of gentle, but feariess, disposition,
& splendid borseman, a crack shot and &
devoted lover of outdoor sporis.

BEQINE WORK EARLT.

Aw soon as he left school, unitke many
rich young men. Mr. Wents took an In-
tereést In business and came to the moun-
tains of Virginia, where he apeedlly
showed u lively desire to become an im-
portant factor in the business of coal
mining and iron smelting, which bhad been
established by tha Virginia Coal and Iron
Company. =

This company controls a saction of
country as large as some of the petty
principalities of Europe. It consists of
more thun 0,000 acres of timber and min-
eral lands In one block. There are mines
at Blackwood and Stoneéga and at Big
Stone Gap, where Mr. Wentz speodily be-
came general manager of the company
and also acted In the capuacity of land
agent of the concern.

WAR IN THE HILLS

In the Appalachian coal region and the
mountains there |s constant war. The
mountainesrs have called these hills and
valleys thels own for generations, TUnl |
lately mno one restricted thelr hunting,
thelr trapping or their timber cutt/ng.
They are for the most part very poor,

generally lgnorant, of deep prejudices,

e —

strong personal loyalties, absolutely fear-
iess and hoiding humuan life but very
cheaply.

They ara fres and independént of the
dolng of modern society., and have thelr
own code of living—and !t 1s a cods which
seldom Involves an appeal to the courts.

When & man has been deeply wronged,
he wipes It out with blood When the cus.
toms of his forefathers are encroached
upon he resents It deeply. When one of

his blood i sinin, he fesls that it is h!s]

duty to take vengoance on the slayer, In
this couniry every man carries a gun and
knows bow to use . The gquickest way
to end n “shooting serape™ Ism to shoot
and exy nothing sbout it afterward.
Thes=e strange people. belonging really to
to the period of Daniel Boons and Black
Hawk, have not moved with the pace of
the world. They have stood satill, while
Bastern capitul has poured into these
mountains, openiog up con]l mines that
are the wonder of ths worid, denuding the
mouniain sides of & million dollars worth
of timber a month, and driving raliroads
up valleys, through mountainy and across
Erent ravines.
MOONSHINERS HAMPERED,
With the coming of capital come & new

order of things. The mountalnesr is the
maker of moonshine ‘whisky. He has
been hampered In this. There ls-less pe-
clusion than formerly. 1In the mountaln
regions are numerous “dry towns.” The
heard-headed Investors of the Eanst and
North discourage drinking among their
men. Moonshigers have besn crowded to
the wall

Tt was to this region that young Edwand
L. Wentz came. As genera! manager and
land agent of the company, he had to go
among the pons of the hills with thelr
mode of Ufe and code of morils of five
ganerations ago,

Boone's Path Is & statlon fust below BEig
Btone Gapy where the famcus Indian fight-
er used to cross the mountains. The men
young Wente, fresh from school, had to

| deal with, were practically the same kind

of men of another period. They were the
Ereat grandsons of men who shouldersd
the fllintlock and fought at Tippecanoe.

WHERE THE FORRE ThWasd¥ Fouyyd,
ARORRING - CREEH FORCE

With the moonshiners and the tres
| passers young Wentz had to cope. The
moonshiners insisted on selling thie “moun-
| tain dew” to the men who worked In the
| mines of the Virginia Cosl and lrom Com-

] pany, when the company and the leading

| citizens hafl decreed that the country

| shouid go *dry.”

| RAID AND BATTLE.

{ Finally there waus a Tald of an flicit

digtillery on the company's land. A pitdlied
batile was fought and a young moon-
| shiner, named James Danlels, was kilied,
| This was about six weeks before Mr.
| Wents disappearad. It may be that this
incident resulted in the young man be-
| coming & marked man but thers lg no
| direct evidence that there was any otgan-
| lzed effort at seeking revenge by ths
moonshiners.

Trespassers who cut down timber were
driven off or punished, and tenants who
could not pay their rent were put out, but
there Is no evidence of any threats having
| been made agulnst the lUfe of the young
| OVersess.
| The mountaineer makes no threat. If
be feels himself offended he shoots. He
does mot talk about it before hand, nor
does he tell aboul It afterward.

Mr, Wentas was the Ufe of Big Btons
Gap, Bilackwood and Btonegn. He was
full of vimm and action. When he came
here he jolned the police guard, a sort of
private local eonstabulary, sanctioned by
a special act of the Virginia Legislature.
It was Dot imn the nature of a Vigllance
Committes, but was formed for protec-
tion In a border community where protec-
tion was needed. Members of this police
guard wece all dead ghots. They pre-
vented sevaral lynchings and saw that the
law took its course. They also stood as
guards at two or three executions.

WENTZ'S ROMANCE.
Although Mr. Wentzs ~as of a reliring
disposi among and did not seck
the pleasures of society, he had & love
affair, and this Is the only known thing
thet might furnish the slightest motive
for self-destruction. He is reported to
have been engaged to be married (0 Miss

Cormelia Brookmire of Bt. Louls. Bhe ia

& friend of the wife of his brother, Danlel

Wents
Edward [. Wentz was of Independent

means, He Inberited a fortune from an
uncle. It s understood here that his
family objected to the marriage, but not

on acoount of the personality of the

FOUNE WOoman.

Mr. Wentz buflt a handseme cottage in
Blg Stons Qap, presumably for his In-
tended brjde, and had furniture sent to it
from the city. This furniture was never

unpacked and the housa Is unoecupied to
this dny.

Be tuls an It may, young Wentx had
made = will prior to his disappearance
and Iin this wiil he = undersicod to have
left his housa, his horses and his dogs
to his brother, Danlel, and a portion of
his estate to Miss Brookmire, who was
Bls flancee. It ls also stated that no
portion of the estate is left to the parents
of tha Jousg man.

But for the fact of Mr. Wentz's engage-
ment, his reported disappolntment and the

‘making of n pecullar will, the theory that

the young man had a motive for taking
his life woild have no foundation to rest
upon.

Young Wents, on October 13, the day
bafore he dlsappeared, played o lvely
game of jJawn tennis with John GUoodioce
The next day he telephoned his assistant,
Samuel Wax, that he was going to ride
up Guest River to see the assistant's
brother, Charies Wazx. He rode away to
bis death, first Jooking up his dogs.

HORSE 18 FOUND,

Mr, Wentz's horse was found at Ram-
say Creek Ford on the evening of that
day, but ne trace of the rider could be
found The teiephons was used all pver
the county that night, and the search be.
gan next day. A reward of 55000 was
offered for the return of Mr. Wentz. This
was gradually raised to £5.00. A band of
10 experienced woodsiren started on the
search. Later an organized party of "W
pooured the mountains by ihe foot. Omne
day ma bigh as L1W were looking for the
missing milllonalre.

No trace of Mr. Wenta could be found.
No ope could tell a thing about him.
Theory after theory was furmed and dis-
earded. No hint of sulcide was heard. It
was bellevad the young man bad either
been kidnaped for ransom oOr had been
murdered. The theory of foul play found
the most bellevern.

As to ths motive, there was enough, and
to spare, to actuate the mind of & moun-
taineer In the shootng of James Dunlels
doring the mid on the {Ilicit still and
“blind tiger” on the company’'s property.
This incident caused a great comemotion
among the mountalneers.

Daniels, literally riddied with bullets.
was taken to the company's hospital in
Stonega, where he wnas treated. His
mother and some of his half brothers went
to se= him, but falled, the doctors de-
ciding that he was too low to have visi-
torn |

RELATIVES ANGRY.

Daniels’'s reiatives got the Iimpression
that the wounded man was tortured to
death In the Bionega Hospital, and as

I

they left one of them was heard to say:

“All right. EBome day one of you'uns
will be lost sight of and not be heard
from agnin.™

A theory that finds many bellevers was
that some of the friends of Daniels got
wind of Mr. Wentz's movements on the
day he telephoned his intentiogy to Samuei
Wax of gulng to sea Charies Wax, and
waylald him.

This would have been an easy matter,
beciuse the telephons line was a party
line, on which were at least half a dosen
other connections,

Gradually the searching parties ware
withdrawn and all hope of clearing the
mystery was abandorned. It was tho
by someSNRTthe youny s Ras
murdered and buried in the wilderneas, by
othets that he was being held a prisoner
for ransom by outlaws whose nerve had
falleg them when they came Lo the point
of opening communication with the fam-
ly.

The finding of the body last Sunday aft-
ernoon came Uke a thunderclap from a
clear sky,
discovery,

mhrld.hl'dﬂnunﬂd’ in the bushes.
IDENTIFICATION COMPLETE. °

Identification of the body was complete.
This was not diffigult, although Uitle re-
mained but a skeleton. It wore the weil-
known riding clothes of B
which was identified even
W. Keolley found that the
disd of n bullest wound through
The bullet had

in the muscles

i
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out of Lwelve
remalned
bullet found In the body corresponded
those In the pistol,

A new and astonishing turn wase
to the Investigation when the
charge of the search for young Wi
October were called. Willlam
wis in charge of cne saction of
that scoured the woods for
tastificq that the men
the exacl spot where
found on the fifth day the
the eleventh day of 'he disappearance
the youny man. Mr.
a poplar tree that he
meaguremants shuwed that
from where the body
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MANY EW EXHIBITS
1RE BEING OPENED

Visitors Received in German See-
tien of Agricenltume Duilding,
and Luncheon Served.

GIANT TELESCOPE ERECTED.

Pinno Recitals Will Be Given by
mssian Woman in Palace
o Liberal Arts—Cen-
eral Noles.

Ous by one the forma! openings of for-
eigr exhibit sections =are taking place
maorking fhe completion of installation in
the various exhibil palnces.

Bince the oficial tsur of inspection ef
the palaoes mnd the extenslon of Jdays of
Emace to a few of the exhibltora, who had

|
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thelr Installation, the palaces have as-
eumed u fnished appearance, and it will
e but u few days hence that the per-
centage uf completion in gll the palaces
ray be fixed at 884

The Gernun section ln the Agricultursl
bullding was opeaed at 11 o'clock yester-
day marning. The opening was informal,
and many visitoras were present. The ex-
hibit contalns an elaborate display of all
foud products, wine and liquors, a cal-
lective exhibit of Genman preserves, o
complete laboratory, where chemical an-
alyses of all foods, wines, liguors and
whnlers are made.

In the center of the section Is a large
fountaln of Rhetngold, casting the treas-
ures of Nibelungen to the Rbeln nymphs.
FPalntings of Frankfort-oi -the-Main, the
old Clity Hail of Munich and scetes alolg
the Rhing decorais the walls. A German
lsacheon woas served to all visitérs,

Venezueia, Texas, New Zealand, Haytl
and Wisconso-have Installed exhibits in
the Palace of Foresiry, Fish and Game.
Venezusia's exhibit shows 20 distinot
Lhers (rom trees, 90 kinds of wood and a
complete exhibit of druga prepared from
plants, being the first of the kind ever ex-
Libited In this country.

Eraril bas & handsoms booth well filled

ldberal Arita. The work on the display is
pow about commpleted. It lociudes musical
instruments of brass and wood, some
ticularly fike mundoiina =
Large piclures showms the oo indus-
try anurn the woils ol an extensive col-
lectlon of drugs s exhibited.
NUTASLE: ADDITIONS. .

The eloctric power for operating the ma- |

am‘mummmmu'cmmrrhmwumm.gm

E:::Ia::e of Liberal Arts was turned on yes-
Y.

A refracting telescope of practically the
fame pattern as the famoys Lick Observa-
tory Instrument and the later and larger
Terkes telescops of the University of Chi-
cagu, has just been erected by the makers
of thess other two Instruments on thelr
spice in the of Liberal Arts, This
is o $4-inch equatorial teiescope of the
latest model. 1t I= valusd at about $4.000

A collection of about fifty cuckoo clucks
has been ndded to the exhibits In the Pal-
ace of Liberal Arts. These are the Black
Forest clocks of Germany and are of al
mizey and varieties. most of them Ybelng
elaborately carved and d

consim of %
Beginning with 1st of June
reciinly wi be given b{
the th of one

T th plnnnmmnf In the Pala e
o . 0 es In the o8 o
Liberal Arta. Misse Bturkow, who comea

g
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ure facing west represents the -
fmmigrants to California with &
eld rifie instead-of the tomahawk,
ments Lhe Indlan of 156, after ths Uniled
bad treaties with the Flve

to-night at 645, He will be recelved at
g"“':.f‘imn ve, assisted by ail
the members of the French Co on,

PRINCE PU LUN DEPARTS;
GIVES SCREEN TO FRANCIS.

Heir to Chinese Threne Sends Gifts
to Fair Ofcials asd Receives
Watch—Will Returs.

—

Just before his departure yesterday
morniog Prince Pu Lun of China sent to
Presifent Francis of the World's Fair a
magnificent penel screen which bad
adorned the imperial pajace at Pekin for
3 years. -

The helr to the Chinese throne received
Friday a handsome gold watch from Pres-
ident Francis. The Prinoe sent gifta to
various Expolition offcials and to private
individusls who had entertained him in Bt

held in the

JUNE 4 TO BE PIKE DAY
AT THE WORLD’S FAIR.

Flasa of St. Louis Wiil Be the Seeae
of Many Remarkahle Speciacies
and Oud Fell’u_m.

The Exposition management and the Ex-
position Concessionnires’ Association have
combined to make Pike Day, June 4, the
most ambitious assembly of amusements
ever crowded Inlo a programme Lwelve
hours in length, On that oceasion the en-
tire Exposition will be given over to =
tastival of entertainmentm

The beautiful Plazs of . Louls will be-
come the scene of several remarkabls
spectacies, lncluding a slide by the teeth
from the dome of Festival Hall Into the
Grand Basin, & dlstance of neuriy 100

feet; the Ballet of All Nations, oo an fm-
mense stage, to be constructed In the
plaza;: wooderful aerial feats and other
noyeities, given 2t giated bours in the
the Expo-
day are
of which-
& shad-
the Plke
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